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                                                         (207) 892-2813 x11 senglish@ridingtothetop.org
News Release
Riding To The Top Therapeutic Riding Center Honors Volunteers 
with Prestigious National Honor for Volunteer Service

WINDHAM, Maine – Riding To The Top today announced it will award 30 volunteers with the President’s Volunteer Service Award, a national honor offered in recognition of volunteer service. Established in 2003, the Award is available on an annual basis to individuals, groups and families who have met or exceeded requirements for volunteer service and have demonstrated exemplary citizenship through volunteering.  

As one of thousands of Certifying Organizations participating in the award program, Riding To The Top (RTT) confers the award to recognize the outstanding achievements of its volunteers.  

RTT has provided therapeutic riding services for over 15 years and depends on more than 130 volunteers each year. While the majority of volunteers support RTT's lesson program by leading horses or walking next to riders during their lessons, volunteers are active on many levels — from serving on the organization’s board of directors to helping with fundraising efforts, special events and daily barn chores. RTT would not exist without the amazing support of the many volunteers who give the gift of time to RTT.  “As a volunteer working with the horses and clients, I have been amazed at the joy and happiness on the faces of the riders.  It is magic. And if you multiply this hundreds and hundreds of times a month, including the volunteers, then you begin to get an idea of the scope of the good this program does,” said volunteer George Webber, an award recipient. 
In his 2002 State of the Union Address, President George W. Bush created the USA Freedom Corps, and called on every American to make a lifelong commitment to volunteer service.  The President’s Volunteer Service Award recognizes individuals and families who have answered that call.

“America’s volunteers work to make our communities stronger and safer. As a Certifying Organization for the program, RTT is proud to be aligned with this prestigious volunteer award, and we are especially proud of those who have made volunteer service a central part of their lives,” said Sayre English, Volunteer Coordinator for RTT. Volunteers who have earned the reward are as follows: Denise Beckwith, Ida Beckwith, Courtney Belanger, Cindy Bishop, Theresa Bradley, Shannon Cassidy, David Cimmet Denise Clemens, Steven Colby, Sara Conant, Wayne Courson, Cindy Elder, Katherine Fecteau, Kaitlyn Gatchell, Laurie Hastry, David Horne, Meg Huskey, Kathy Jensen, Ginna Jones, Terry Keough, Mary Kerrigan, Marissa LaGassey, Rachel Parsons, Diane Powers, Patty Shaw, Paulette Shepard, George Webber, Liz Wood, Sunshine Young

The President’s Volunteer Service Award is an award for volunteer service that every American – from every age and every walk of life – can aspire to achieve.  To be eligible to receive the Award, individuals, families and groups submit a record of their annual volunteer service hours to participating Certifying Organizations, such as Riding To The Top, that will verify the service and deliver the Award. Award eligibility for individuals and groups is based on hour requirements varying by age.  

“These recipients of the President’s Volunteer Service Award are role models for all Americans,” added English.  “Each volunteer hour contributed makes a difference in improving the quality of life for others. They bring us closer together as families, as communities, and as a nation, through their commitment.” The recipients of this award have donated over 11,173 hours combined to Riding To The Top and are the backbone of the organization. 

The Award is issued by the President’s Council on Service and Civic Participation, a group created by President Bush to recognize the valuable contributions volunteers are making to our Nation.  Chaired by two-time Super Bowl Champion Darrell Green, with former U.S. Senators Bob Dole and John Glenn as honorary co-chairs, the Council comprises leaders in government, media, entertainment, business, education, nonprofits and volunteer service organizations, and community volunteering.

For more information about volunteering at Riding To The Top, contact Sayre English, Volunteer Coordinator at senglish@ridingtothetop.org or 892-2813 xt. 11.
For more information about how to qualify for the President’s Volunteer Service Award and to find out how to identify additional volunteer opportunities in this area, visit www.PresidentialServiceAwards.gov or call 1-866-545-5307.

About Riding To the Top

Riding To The Top (RTT), a non-profit organization annually serves nearly 250 children and adults with physical, emotional and/or learning disabilities from more than 45 towns in Maine. RTT is a Premier Accredited NARHA facility, with over 10 certified NARHA instructors, and 50 weekly dedicated volunteers who donate over 6000 hours yearly. Riding To The Top is the most comprehensive, Premier NARHA certified, year-round therapeutic riding facility in Maine. RTT believes that experiencing horses and horseback riding is a powerful too for improving lives and that helping others builds stronger communities. 
For more information go to www.ridingtothetop.org or call 207-892-2813.
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